
Introduction to
Observational Drawing

Part 2:

• Masters & Contour Line

• Basics of Composition

• Contour Composition Final Drawing



All the old 
masters 

practiced 
contour….

Like this 
Durer 

Drawing



Hans
Holbein



Ingres



Ingres



And,
of

course,
Leonardo
da Vinci



Alexander 
Calder,

Wire Portrait

Modern Masters also used contour…



Picasso



Picasso also made contour drawings of light… which he 
called “Light Paintings”



Now that you have experienced 
drawing contour, like many artists 
who have come before you… let’s 

move on to COMPOSITION:

The placement or arrangement of 
visual elements in a work of art.



Point-of-View

In order to discuss composition, we must first 
talk about the importance of POINT-OF-VIEW:

-the angle from which the artist observes the 
object that he/she is drawing



4 Points of view of a roll of tape

• Which is the most 
visually interesting?

• Which gives the viewer 
the most information 
about the object?





Analyze this Composition:

• Good point of view

• Size- too small!

• No cropping!

• Placement is dead 
center!

• Boring!

• Too much white space!



Analyze this Composition

• Interesting point-of-
view

• Zoomed in to make 
object larger

• Object is cropped on 
two sides

• Object is placed away 
from dead center.



Basics of Composition:
• 1st think: point of view

• 2nd think: size and cropping

• 3rd think: placement

• Avoid Dead Center!!



FINAL CONTOUR DRAWING
Contour Composition






















